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Process to become an adoptive parent with Surrey County Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stage 1: 

2 months 

First4Adoption 
E-learning 
 
Meet the 
Adopters 
(evening 
session) 
 
Homework 
 
Background 
checks, 
references and 
GP appointment 
for medical 
 
(1/2 day in 
office hours) 

Stage 2: 

4 months 

4 full day training 
course (in office 
hours) 
 
Assessment by 
social worker 
(eight 2 hour 
meetings in 
adopters home, 
spread over 3 
months. In 
office hours) 
 
Consider 
children waiting 
for a family 
 
Attend Panel 
(1/2 day in 

office hours) 

Break of up to 6 
months allowed at 
applicants request 

Information sharing within 10 

working days 

Early enquiry to Surrey adoption 
service via email or telephone 

Advice given on eligibility 

Offer appointment with social 
worker 

Social worker appointment  (1/2 

day in office hours) 

Invitation to register your 
interest. Complete and return 
form. 

Agency decides whether to 
accept registration of interest 

Search for 
information 
about 
adoption via 
internet 

Contact 
adoption 
agencies for 
information 

Early interest 
Following 

approval 

Applicants 
matched with 
a child(ren) – 
variable 
timescale 
Introductions, 
child moves in 
(2 days, 
during office 
hours) 
 

Apply to court 
for adoption 
order usually 
6-12 months 
after child 
moving  
 

Post approval 
training (2 
hours in the 
evening, 
monthly) 
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